BUCKFASTLEIGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


flNNUdL  OTed/c/il  Report, 

FOE  1904. 


To  the  Buchfastleigh  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

i have,  as  usual,  to  estimate  the  Population  of  the 
District  to  the  middle  of  the  year.  In  my  annual  house  to  house 
inspection  I could  not  discover  any  appreciable  variation  from 
last  year’s  numbers,  so,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Eeport,  the 
estimate  will  have  to  remain  2,500. 

Births. — The  number  of  Births  during  the  year  was  67,  showing 
a rate  of  26-8  per  1,000.  This  is  a great  increase  over 
1903,  when  there  were  41 — a rate  of  16-4  per  1,000, 
and  considerably  above  the  average  for  the  last  ten 
years  which  was  53,  giving  a rate  of  20-59  per  1,000. 
It  is  the  largest  number  recorded  except  in  1901,  when 
there  were  73. 

Deaths. — There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  42 
being  registered,  showing  a rate  of  16-8  per  thousand. 
The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  was  38 — a rate  of 
14'14  per  1,000,  and  during  that  time  a higher  number 
has  been  recorded  only  twice,  in  1895  and  1898,  the 
numbers  being  48  and  44  respectively.  There  were  no 
deaths  in  the  Workhouse  of  paupers  belonging  to  the 
district.  The  deaths  under  one  year  numbered  seven 
(rate  2-8  per  1,000),  exactly  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years.  One  was  from  Measles,  one  from 
Consumption  of  the  Bowels,  two  from  Bronchitis,  one 
from  premature  birth,  one  from  General  Wasting  and 
one  from  Eczema.  Five  deaths  occurred  between  one 
and  five  years  of  age — two  from  Bronchitis,  one  from 
Accident  (burning),  one  from  Water  on  the  Brain,  and 
one  from  General  Wasting.  From  five  to  15  there 
were  two  deaths,  one  from  Wliooping-cough  and  the 
other  from  Inflammation  of  the  Brain.  No  deaths 
occui’red  between  15  and  25.  There  were  12  between 
25  and  65,  one  from  Influenza,  three  from  Consumption, 
one  from  Cancer,  two  from  Bronchitis,  one  from 
Inflammation  of  the  Lungs,  one  from  Pleurisy,  one 
from  Apoplexy  and  two  from  “other  causes.”  From 
65  and  upwards  16  deaths  were  registered,  one  from 
Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  knee-joint,  one  from 
Cancer,  one  from  Bronchitis,  one  from  Inflammation  of 
the  Lungs,  two  from  Heart  Disease,  one  from  Gall- 
stones, six  from  Senile  Decay,  one  from  Chronic 
Eheumatism  and  two  from  Chronic  Inflammation  of  the 
Kidney'S.  The  average  age  of  the  16  persons  who  died 
after  63,  was  79  j-ears. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — There  were  13  notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease  during  the  year,  one  of  Erysipelas,  11  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever,  Six  of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  in  Januai'y,  following 
those  reported  in  November  and  December,  1903  ; two 
occurred  in  March,  one  in  April,  one  in  July  and  one 
in  August.  The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in 
July,  in  a house  that  had  been  built  only  two  or  three 
years  ; my  report  to  the  Conncil  was — “ The  house  is 
quite  sanitary  and  there  is  nothing  apparently  to 
account  for  this  case.  There  was  a case  of  Enteric  in 
the  next  house  14  months  ago,  and  the  drain  has 
been  choked  since,  but  I cannot  find  out  the  exact  time 
at  which  it  happened.”  There  was  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  and  also  of  Whooping-cough  at  the  same  time 
in  May  and  June,  for  which  I considered  it  necessary 
to  close  the  Infants’  School  from  May  1 1th  to  June  6tli’ 
and  the  Girls’  School  from  May  20th  to  30th.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  another  epidemic  of  Measles  broke  out, 
started  by  a case  imported  from  Plymouth  ; it  was  so 
severe  that  all  the  Schools  had  to  be  closed,  the  Girls’ 
and  Infants’  Schools  from  October  10th  to  November 
7th,  and  the  Boys’  School  from  October  24th  to 
November  7th.  It  then  spread  to  Buckfast,  and  the 
Board  School  was  closed  from  November  15th  to 
December  5th,  and  the  Abbey  School  from  November 
19th  to  December  oth.  Only  a few  scattered  cases 
occurred  after  that  date. 

Slaughter-Houses. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  accompanied  me,  as 


usual,  in  ni}'  annual  inspection  of  Slaughter-Houses 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Cottages.  There  is  very  little 
to  say  about  the  slaughter-houses — they  are  well 
looked  after,  but  one  or  two  of  them  wanted  white- 
washing, which  was  immediately  done  on  notice  being- 
given. 


Dairies  & Cowsheds  — The  Dairies  are  always  ver}'  clean  and 
well-ventilated,  without  exception.  The  Cowsheds  are 
certainly  kept  better  than  they  use  to  be  ; only  two 
notices  were  necessary,  one  for  whitewashing  and  the 
other  to  clean  the  yard  outside  the  shed — they  were 
both  promptl}'  attended  to. 

Cottage  Aecommodation. —There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding 


to  report,  those  existing  at  the  last  report  having  been 
rectified  by  either  increased  accommodation  or  sending 
out  one  or  two  members  of  the  family  to  sleep.  But  I 
certainly  think  the  present  minimum  of  200  cubic  feet 
for  each  person  is  too  low,  and  it  would  be  right  for  the 
Council  to  encourage  larger  bedroom  space  in  all  new 
cottages  that  are  built. 


Factories  & Workshops. — There  were  two  inspections  of  each  of 
these,  and  everything  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  & Water. — Both  schemes  are  in  quite  good  working 


order.  The  water  is  being  taken  in  most  satisfactorily  . 
there  were  217  houses  connected  at  the  end  of 
December,  1903,  and  now  there  are  446,  and  I believe 
applications  are  still  coming  in.  The  increased 
flushing  is  decidedly  a great  advantage. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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